
Public Information Session

September 14, 2011

Hosted By

The Atlanta City Council

and

Municipal Clerk Rhonda Dauphin Johnson



Rhonda Dauphin Johnson

Municipal Clerk

Atlanta City Council



Every 10 years, as a result of each U.S. Census, cities across America are tasked with
the need to re-draw boundary lines of its representative areas, to achieve a balance of
populations (+ - 5%) within each district.

Our City’s governing body, the Atlanta City Council will create and review a variety of
maps and will ultimately select a single map which will ensure that Atlanta’s citizens
have fair and balanced representation. This map will be presented as a part of City
Charter amending legislation that will outline the new district boundaries, resulting
from the 2011 decennial census.

The Municipal Clerk coordinates the City’s redistricting efforts. The Planning
Department provides statistical analysis and technical assistance in the mapping
process. The Law Department provides legal counsel and required DOJ submissions.

Public hearings and a citizen comment web page will afford Atlanta’s citizens an 
opportunity to have their voices heard in the City of Atlanta 2011 Redistricting process. 



The Governing Body is:

 Authorized to redistrict Council election districts following each 
decennial census (every ten years)

 Authorized to redistrict Council election districts when significant 
imbalance occurs due to annexation

Council Districts Shall:

 Be contiguous

 Be as closely sized as possible

 Comply with the one-person-one vote requirements of the U.S. 
Constitution

 Comply with Voting Rights Act Section 5 requirements



Let traditional redistricting principles govern process to the 

extent possible and feasible

• Use identifiable boundaries;

• Maintain whole voting precincts;

• Maintain communities of interest;

• Base the new plan on existing plans;

• Adopt districts of approximately equal size;

• Draw districts that are compact and contiguous;

• Allow existing representatives to remain in their districts

• Comply with the Voting Rights Act



 New district boundaries must be in place by August 2012 

to meet the required one-year residency for candidates to 

qualify for the November 2013 General Election;

 Any and all district boundary line changes must be 

submitted to:

• U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ)

 DOJ has 60 days to voice objections or to reply that there is no 

objection; if questions are asked by DOJ, the 60-day clock begins 

again upon receipt of City responses

• Georgia’s Secretary of State, Reapportionment Office and 

Department of Community Affairs within 30 days of adoption



 Council shall not change its membership or manner of 

election

 General Assembly may reapportion or change Council’s 

membership at anytime

 Local Act of General Assembly can nullify Council’s 

power to redistrict



Section 5-202. - Reapportionment of council districts.

(a) Subject to the limitations of state and federal law, the council shall reapportion the council districts 
from which members of the council are elected following publication of the 2000 United States 
decennial census or any future such census. Such reapportionment of districts shall be effective for 
the election of members to the council at the next regular general municipal election following the 
publication of the decennial census.

(b) The council shall reapportion the council districts in accordance with the following specifications:

(1) Each reapportioned district shall be formed of contiguous territory, and the boundary lines of 
said district shall be the center lines of streets or other well-defined boundaries; 

(2) Variation in population between such districts shall comply with the one-person-one-vote 
requirements of the United States Constitution; and 

(3) The reapportionment shall be limited to adjusting the boundary lines of the existing districts 
only to the extent reasonably necessary to comply with the requirements of paragraph (2) 
above; and the number of members of the council and the manner of electing such members, 
except for the adjustment of district boundary lines, shall not be changed by the council. 

(c) In addition to the reapportionment following publication of the decennial census, the council shall 
reapportion districts pursuant to this section if the annexation of additional territory to the corporate 
boundaries of the City of Atlanta has the effect of denying electors residing within the newly annexed 
territory the right to vote for the election of members of the council on substantially the same basis 
that the other electors of the City of Atlanta vote for members of the council. The reapportionment 
provided for herein shall meet the criteria specified in subsection (b) of this section and shall be 
further limited to making only those adjustments in district boundary lines as may be reasonably 
necessary to include the newly annexed territory within such districts. Reapportionment under this 
subsection shall be effective for the next regular general municipal election following annexation. 

Atlanta, Georgia, City Charter; PART I - CHARTER AND RELATED LAWS; Subpart A -

CHARTER ; ARTICLE 5. - ELECTIONS, REMOVAL AND CONFLICTS OF 

INTEREST; CHAPTER 2. - COUNCIL DISTRICTS; REAPPORTIONMENT 



Atlanta City Council

Section 2-102. - Qualifications.

(a) To qualify for election as a councilmember, a person:

(1) Must be at least 18 years of age;

(2) Must be a resident of the city and of the council district from which he 

or she seeks to qualify for at least one year immediately preceding the 

date of his or her filing of notice of candidacy to seek office; 

(3) Must be a qualified elector of the city; and

(4) Must not be an employee of the city.

Atlanta, Georgia, City Charter; PART I - CHARTER AND RELATED LAWS; Subpart A –

CHARTER; ARTICLE 2. – LEGISLATIVE; CHAPTER 1. - THE COUNCIL; Section 2-

102(a) 



Atlanta Board of Education

Section 2-103.

(c) For purposes of electing members of the board of education, other than the 
three at-large members, the City of Atlanta School District is divided into six 
education districts. One member of the board shall be elected from each such 
district. The six education districts shall be composed respectively of 
contiguous paired council districts of the city and shall be and correspond to 
those six numbered districts.

Example

Council Districts 1 and 2 = Education District 1

Council Districts 3 and 4 = Education District 2

Council Districts 5 and 6 = Education District 3

Council Districts 7 and 8 = Education District 4

Council Districts 9 and 10 = Education District 5

Council Districts 11 and 12 = Education District 6

The Official Code of Georgia Annotated (O.C.G.A.);

Atlanta Board of Education Charter; ARTICLE II; BOARD OF EDUCATION; SECTION 

2-103 (c). Elections; education districts.
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2010 Census - Population

• 2010 US Census City of 
Atlanta population is 
420,003

• An increase of 3,539  people 
from the 2000 Census

• Some Census Tracts gained 
population and others lost 
population. 

• The Census Tracts shown in 
green increased in 
population, while Census 
Tracts in yellow, orange and 
red lost population.



2010 Census – Vacancy Rates

• A little over 17% or 39,431 
of housing units are vacant.  
This is an increase from 
2000 when 10% or 18,778 
units were vacant.

• The map shows the vacancy 
rate by Census Tract. The 
darker the color, the higher 
the vacancy rate. 

• Vacancy rates range from a 
low of 5% to a high of 68%.



2000-2010 Racial Composition
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2000 City of Atlanta Racial 
Composition

Race # %

White 138,352 33.2%

African 
American

255,689 61.4%

Asian 8,046 1.9%

Other 9,210 2.2%

Two or more
5,177 1.2%

Total 416,474 100.0%

Hispanic/Latino 18,720 4.50%

2010 City of Atlanta Racial 
Composition

Race # %

White 161,115 38.4%

African 
American

226,894 54.0%

Asian 13,188 3.1%

Other 10,437 2.5%

Two or more
8,369 2.0%

Total 420,003

Hispanic/Latino
21,815 5.20



2000-2010 Racial Composition
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2010 Census- Racial Composition



2010 Census- Racial Composition



2010 Census- Racial Composition



2010 Census- Racial Composition
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 The Count Question Resolution Program will address questions about housing unit
and group quarters counts for three types of challenges:

• Boundary (i.e. difference in city boundary limits)

• Geocoding (i.e. population misallocated)

• Coverage (i.e. missed or too many addresses)

 The Census will NOT allow you to challenge:

• Total Population Count

• Household Size

• Demographic Characteristics

• Imputed Results



 The CQR Program will accept challenge submissions from governmental units 

beginning June 1, 2011 to June 1, 2013. 

 It is important to note that the Census Bureau will not collect any additional data or 

conduct additional surveys during this challenge process.

 If a challenge results in a change, the Census Bureau will issue official revised counts 

to the affected governments. These changes can be used by the governments for 

future programs that require official 2010 Census data. The revised population count 

will also be used to calculate subsequent population estimates. 
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Current Council District Composition



Current Council District Statistics



Current School Board Map



Current School Board Statistics



2011 Redistricting Public Information Session

Wednesday, September 14, 2011

6:00 p.m.; Council Chambers

1st Redistricting Public Hearing
Thursday, October 20, 2011
6:00 P.M.; Council Chambers

2nd Redistricting Public Hearing
Thursday, November 17, 2011
6:00 P.M.; Council Chambers



To receive updates regarding the 2011 Redistricting Process you may:

 Access the information on the Atlanta City 
Council Website at www.atlantaga.gov

 Email the Office of Municipal Clerk at 
municipalclerk@atlantaga.gov

 Print your name and email address on the 
request for information sheet made available 
at each meeting.

http://www.atlantaga.gov/
mailto:municipalclerk@atlantaga.gov



